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GALAPAGOS TEACHERS INSTITUTE CHAMPIONS SUSTAINABLE
EDUCATION WITH POTENTIAL FOR GLOBAL RIPPLE EFFECTS

From June 510 9, over 470 educators attended the 13th Teachers
Training Institute in Galépagos, representing a partnership
among the Ministry of Education, Galdpagos Conservancy, and
the Scalesia Foundation. This year's focus, "Civil Society Initiatives
for Sustainable Production Activities," focused on sustainable
economies and cultivating environmental consciousness. While
the immediate impact of this event is evident in Galdpagos,
the model has the potential to inspire educational initiatives
worldwide.

During her welcome speech, Marcela Pazmifio, the Director of
Educationin Galdpagos, expressed gratitude for the collaborative
support and emphasized the institute's innovative approach to
virtual learning and special education needs. Jenny Macias,
Pedagogical Advisor at Galdpagos Conservancy, recognizes
that “the institute plays a critical role in advancing sustainable
education, a theme with undeniable global importance, given
today's environmental challenges.”

Central to this educational paradigm is the Education for
Sustainability Program. While deeply rooted in the Galdpagos
context, its methodology — blending ecological sustainability
info curriculum development — has universal relevance.

Through sessions and events like the Teachers Institute, educators
become equipped to emphasize sustainability in the classroom.
This educational model can serve as a template for schools
around the world, fostering a new generation of environmentally
conscious citizens.

Galdpagos ed s embrace sustainability-focused training, weaving eco-principles info their curricula

© Galépagos Conservancy
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“THE (TEACHERS) INSTITUTE PLAYS A CRITICAL
ROLE IN ADVANGING SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION, A
THEME WITH UNDENIABLE GLOBAL IMPORTANCE
GIVEN TODAY'S ENVIRONMENTAL

CHALLENGES.”

-JENNY MACIAS

PEDAGOGICAL ADVISOR

Expert dialogues during training fortify educators' dedication to sustainable teachings.
© Galépagos Conservancy

These training sessions extend beyond knowledge transfer; they
inspire curiosity and a direct connection to the environment.
As global issues like climate change and biodiversity loss
escalate, equipping teachers as sustainability guides becomes
paramount. These educators, enriched by local expertise and
pedagogical techniques, can pioneer impactful environment-
focused learning environments.

The institute's vision to train every teacher in sustainability topics,
and the anticipated ripple effect among students, families, and
communities is a testament to the potential of education as a
tool for global change. If this Galédpagos model is mirrored in
schools worldwide, the cumulative impact could significantly
advance global environmental conservation and sustainability
awareness.

The Galdpagos Teachers Institute is more than a local initiative;
it stands as a beacon for global educational transformation,
underscoring the power of focused, localized action to inspire
and effect change on a worldwide scale.

BEYOND LONESOME: THE PURSUIT OF GEORGE'S LINEAGE

ON WOLF VOLCANO

About two months ago, a team of scientists traveled to Wolf
Volcano. This team had a lot to accomplish during the trip, but
one of their main focuses was to find a specific type of saddleback
tortoise that had been recorded as living on Wolf Volcano in the
past. Their hope was to find several of these saddlebacks so they
could take some of them back to the breeding center in Santa

Cruz.

This saddleback tortoise was confirmed to be on Wolf Volcano
over ten years ago and has a very special link to one of the most
famous tortoises of all time — Lonesome George. Lonesome
George was the last pure Pinta tortoise that passed away in
2012. He was and still is a conservation icon recognized both in
Galdpagos and around the world as a reminder to care for all
the precious species on earth before they are lost forever.

Lonesome George’s death confirmed that we cannot bring back
the exact species that used to roam all over Pinta Island. However,
we now know that there are hybrid relatives of Lonesome George
on Wolf Volcano — offering a ray of hope.

During the expedition, the team was able to locate one of these
special tortoises that are a hybrid relative of Lonesome George,
and deployed a satellite device to track its location in real time.
Both Galdpagos Conservancy and the Galdpagos National
Park Directorate are excited about this success, as it is the first of
many steps toward the future restoration of Pinta Island.

galapagos.org

Above: Park rangers during Wolf Volcano expedition; Left: Pink iguana being examined during expedition; Right: Encounter with a giant tortoise © Galdpagos Conservancy
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Students at the Tomés de Berlanga School in Santa Cruz Island © Jennifer Davidson
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“Galdpagos Conservancy’s Education for Sustainability Program
is vitally important — it provides the next generation with the
tools necessary to make a real difference in Galdpagos. | am
immensely proud to support this initiative,
which empowers educators and students
alike, ensuring a brighter future for this
irreplaceable archipelago.”
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ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION ON FLOREANA ISLAND:

NOT AT A TORTOISE'S PACE!

Most often, ecological restoration in Galdpagos feels like a slow
and methodical process.

Invasive species might be painstakingly removed square meter
by square meter. Or the breeding of critically endangered giant
tortoises might take place through efforts spanning decades.

That's the norm, anyway.

But, on rare occasions, as will be the case starting in January
of 2024, ecological restoration moves at a far more noticeable
pace.

At the start of the coming year, the Galdpagos National Park
Directorate, with support from the Government of Ecuador and
in collaboration with Galdpagos Conservancy, will begin the
process of restoring 13 species to Floreana Island!

You read that right: Thirteen different species will be released back into the wild on
an island where they once thrived.

The list includes: Floreana giant tortoises (absent for nearly 150
years), Vegetarian Finches, Sharp-beaked Ground Finches, Large
Ground Finches, Gray Warblers, Large Tree Finches, Vermilion
Flycatchers, Galdpagos Mockingbirds, Lava Gulls, Barn Owls,
Galépagos Hawks, Galdpagos Flycatchers, and snakes.

Over 300 Floreana tortoises at the Fausto Llerena Breeding
Center © Galapagos Conservancy

Galdpagos Hawk, vital in the ecosystem, regulating prey populations
and maintaining ecological balance. © Galdpagos Conservancy

Part of the thinking here is that no species exists in isolation, and
the richer the ecosystem is, the better the chances for all of these
species to thrive.

Now, this won’t exactly happen at breakneck speed. Not every
species will be released at precisely the same time, and there
are, indeed, invasive plants and animals that need to be dealt
with before this mass rewilding occurs.

Still, when it does happen, buckle up! It will be fast, and it will
represent an unprecedented island restoration experiment in the
Galdpagos Archipelago — one that may serve as a model for
ecological recovery in various places around the globe.
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This specimen, descended from the extinct Floreana giant tortoise species (Chelonoidis niger), is cared
for at the Santa Cruz Breeding Center. © Galédpagos Conservancy
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Lava Gull, to be reintroduced to Floreana Island © Gerald Corsi
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Aerial view of Floreana island
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Galapagos
: Conlservancy
ga apagos.org

1630 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20009

Our members are the driving force behind our efforts to conserve, protect, and restore the
Galdpagos Islands. As we work with our partners to tackle some of the biggest challenges
Galépagos has ever faced, we need your support now more than ever.

AMPLIFY YOUR IMPACT AS A GALAPAGOS GUARDIAN

Your generous online recurring monthly gift is the most efficient and reliable source of
funding that we can count on for expeditions, scientific research, saving endangered
species, and so many other direct conservation actions! Online gifts have the lowest

overhead cost, so they are the most cost-effective way for Galdpagos Conservancy to
receive your support.

Plus, Galdpagos Guardian recurring monthly donors receive this exclusive iron-on
Fantastic Fernanda patch!

Scan the QR code or visit galapagos.org/winter2023
to become a Galdapagos Guardian monthly donor today. -

GALAPAGOS CONSERVANCY
1630 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20009
Tel: 703.383.0077

Galdpagos Post is a biannual publication that is produced for Galdpagos Conservancy's supporters and friends.

GOING GREEN: Help us help the environment by requesting to receive this ~4 -

newsletter by email instead of by mail. It’s simple: email member@galapagos.org Galapagos
with “Galdpagos Post by email” in the subject line, and include your full name { \ COHSQI'V&HCY
and address in the body of the email. ¥ @a¥
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